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Origin

Everything could inspire me. From the
moment | receive the briefing from the hotel
owner, my imagination starts to fly.

The project started with a name — The Vine.
The client also wanted to relate the design
with the natural elements of Madeira Island.
Then, we realized that the building had four
bedroom floors and immediately thought of
giving each floor a season, representing the
different shadings of the grapes during spring,
summer, autumn and winter.

From here, the design concept developed
around this theme, involving many natural,
cultural and historical elements of the
island. The chosen colors represent all these
elements and transport guests to the natural
environments.

| find reference guides from my life
experiences, from my travels, the cultures
I've met and studied along the years and
sometimes the tiniest details ignored by most

people, which are the ones that | give heed to.

These tiny things are able to give birth to the
most amazing and daring ideas resulting into
wonderful projects. Very often | get myself
into disarranged spaces and therefore new
ideas come out very suddenly. | am 24 hours
attentive!

As | told before, the wine, the vineyards and
the unicque pehhles of our beaches were used
to conceive my idea for the hotel.

The Brief of The Vine
A hotel with soul, just like a good wine.

The Vine is sophisticated and luxurious, with a
touch of simplicity and discretion, just the way
you like it. It meets guests' double needs of
vision and feeling.

The Vine Hotel is a brand-new 5-star luxurious
hotel, a member of the Design hotels, located
in the city centre of Funchal, on the historical
area with restaurants and shopping in a
walking distance. With architecture of Ricardo
Bofill and decoration of Nini Andrade Silva, it
is a modern building with a lot of attention to
design.

- 57 luxurious bedrooms and 22 luxurious
suites from 30 to 90 m?

- Panoramic swimming pdol and bar

- Vinotherapy in a large spa for relaxation

- Meeting rooms with space for up to 100
people

- Panoramic gourmet restaurant

Sensation and Reason

The Vine Hotel was created on the concept as
the name implies.

Arriving at the hotel, the great purple staircase
and metal mesh symbolize the summer rain,
offering a warm welcome.

In the Lobby, there's a garden with sofas like
big baskets of harvest and the purple cushions,
the color of the wine. The gnarled branches in
the lobby lounge and the mulled grape guest
room draperies are meant to set travelers
thinking about the region's rich viniculture and
the exuberant wild vegetation.

The Terra Lounge restaurant represents the
vineyards.
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All the floor finishing is covered with small
round pehbles, representing the unique
pebbled beach of the island.

The bathroom facilities are in form of grapes,
as if each box was a grape.

Four floors of rooms are color-coded to reflect
the Tour seasons — green, grey, purple and
brown, which are the dominating colors.

Each floor gives the sensation of changing
seasons and is close to the grapes' ripeness
stage which later gives body a great beverage.
We wanted the rooms to reflect the hotel's
language of sophistication. In them, the
dialogue flows through the spaciousness, with
almost no separation between sleeping and
bathing areas.

Vine and grape imagery decorates ceilings
above the beds which, as if levitating, receive
light from the ground.

The furniture is sleek, comfortable and reflects
the intentional harmonious combination of
materials like leather, wood, steel and glass.
The roof terrace, which is set over 1000m?, is
a highlight of the guest experience.

At the gourmet restaurant "UVA" (Portuguese
for grape), you may find a sophisticated and
unique atmosphere set by an enormous green
image, a backlit pavement and an amazing
panoramic view.

Here, guests may also book a private arca
where they can delight themselves with a long

wood table and an exclusive lamp with the
design of 1001 metal grapes.

Crush on the Mellow Vine
The roof-top open-air heated panoramic

There is a black rectangular Jacuzzi on the top

floor whose shape is allusive to the "levadas"

swimming pool symbolizes a tank of wine. The from Madeira, the old water-courses from the

pebbles were the starting poinl and they gave
shape to the outdoor furniture chosen for the

top hills that used to supply the entire island.
The big pool is purple summoning the barrels

Lop floor, by the pool and Lo almost the entire and helping to give a unique character and

pavement of the hotel. perception to this place.

A dip in the panaramic pool, a vinotherapy
session in the spa or a gourmet dinner with a
view over the city: these are just a few of the
pleasures awaiting you at The Vine.

The pebbles gave shape to an exclusive

outdoor furniture collection designed for
the sunbathing areas, authorship of Ms Nini
Andrade Silva.




Fun

The pillar structure in the interior was =
challenge at first and the solution was &=
transformation into lamps.

The illumination was a fundamental issus =
the project because it made it possible 50 20
a mystical feature to all areas, especia’y == =
lift lobbies where guests may have the ==sg
of being inside a forest.

It also enhances the images of natur=
elements with its colors through back'=

panels, which, in the rooms and suites we

decided to put on ceilings instead of the

because it is what guests mostly obsenes Sa
the beds.

We wanted to design this hotel with s

just like a good wine. It was impori=am ==

mix sophistication and luxury with 2 touss

of simplicity with regional themes =z
discretion. The hotel has offered an mes=tan
to relaxation creating the betier moos ==
enjoy all the pleasures: @ pano=mc sool &

Vinotherapy' session in the spa 2ns = ==




wit¥id < Design Notes

special attention. The pebbles used for the
floor offer the guests a wonderful sensation
of reflexology. Meanwhile, the continuation
of the pebbled floor from the lobhies into
the lifts allows a feeling of nature leaving all
claustrophobia behind.

To Be Continued
When all these work is finished, it means
an end, but also a new beginning, to end
a satisfactory process and begin the next

g journey. What's left is a result, but
also an aftertaste for the process, a process
turning headache into happiness.
When the project was accomplished, "The
Vine" has experienced the sprouting in spring,
flourishing in summer, harvesting in autumn
and storing in winter. It's kept with a touch of
mellowness in our hearls, Maybe, someday
it'll be revived again...
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